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By FREDERICK B. WILLIAMS,
Author of “ON MANY SEAS.”

HAD been putting a few questions to;

some’ loafers at the foot of West

Twenty-ninth street aos to the .true
varsion of the story of the murder of the
mate  of the Justlne Ingersoll, which Is
Ifing at the wharf there, when my arm
was quletly taken by some ope. Turning,
I found my friend Matthew Bampton, who
spends his time, at some one clae’s expense,
In providing moral literature for *'Poor
dack."  XNow, Jack's .thirst Is of a kind
which only, too often ealla for dranughts of
n less divine nature than those swhich are
tapped In a seaman’s milszlon house, and
baving been both Dbefore and abaft the
mugt myself, T became interested In Bamp-
tan's tirnde on the cownrdly treatment of
the men by their officers.

Bampton backed hix remarks with that
assurnnce wileh can oply be assumed by
the professionnl misslonary.  “You know,"
be suld, I come In contact with a great
mnuay saillors In the performance of my
“dutles." T see them on beard tlheir ships,
pnd  io their boardiog bouses,. 1 bave

tatked with a great many of thom, and am |

satisfied that they are the most abusci
‘¢lnss of men on this footstool. It is the
greatest wonder to me that there are not
mors brutal tates and cnptains murdered
than there are. I tell you, it's wy opinlon
that If sallors were not gifted with the ut-
most forbearnnce, few ships—Amerienn
ships, at aoy rate—would bring home their
foll ecomplement of offlcers, and I, for
one, counld hardly feel sforry for them.”

“Did you ever talk with any of these
brutal mates?" I asked him.

“Ne—n—o0—0, everybody knows what they
are,” be sald.

As T gazed loto the eres of the misgulded
philasthroplst, memory winged o swift
backward fight. and I asked him If he
conld spare me a half hour, He
Bald he could. We found a convenlent
cafe, and 1 told my missionnry friend the
following tule of one of the saddest epl-

. modes of my life at sea, and which [lus:
trates, by a very close ressmbiunce, the
detalls of the muorder of the mate of the
Justine Ingersoll

I shipped as second mate of the Nevadn
In 1863, In the port of Qardlff, Wales. She
was an old ship, had been ln the 'Frisco
trade, and when the extreme cllppers enme

leans cotton wogon, pleking up whotever
transient fre!lght she conld get between
the sensons: So It enme about that she
was then In Cardiff, bound for Rlo, with
a eargo of Welsh conl. This was by no
menng & dJdesirable voriige, but I had been
ashore long enough, and, a8 was my usanl
costom, I took the first ship that offered.
I went abonrd three days  before sialling
time to help the mate, M. Weldon, get in
the stores, superintend the rlgger's gpng
bending salls, ete.

My Ideas of dlsclpline were somewhat
shocked by the cordinl manner {n which'Me.
Weldon greeted me, for I concelved that
oo good conld come of such frecdom from
a cllef to a second mate, ns that with
whicll le treated me. "Now that oy heail |z
gray and I have found how muth Tleas 1
know than I then thought I d4ll, 1 am frée
to admit that I learned 1o Hke Fronk Wel-
don g= few men like another.

Althotizhy she wiis n lafge shlp for ' those
duys, 1,500 tons reglster, Captain Joshun
Farrington, who bnd esaited ber for yenrs
and knew just what she eauld de, shipped
Dt Mght eraw [ Cardllon the plea of Lnrd
timies and low freigltz. Thete were ten
men forwned, and Frank and T aft. The
crew Wwere of the usuil -sort plekaed, op. i,
the Welsh coal ports. They were mostly
‘natives of the Mudlterranoan ports, French.
Spanish, Maltese, Ttolions and Greeks,
koown to Ameripan sallors by ‘the genérle
pime of “Dage.” They all look and act]
dbout allke, so that the politieal. division
fromg which, they hall. ak .o matter of po )
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They were a heputifnl set] and’ when 1
saw thom I expected to linve' trouble, but
Mr. Weldon bnd warned me beforehand
that Captaln Fircldgidn wunted o quiet
ship—although he wWas safd to have been o
“hommer” himself once. By thelr cat-lke
azillty and evident hearty good will they
obviated the necessity for driving, so our
palllbg was as uncventful ne the starting of
a ferrybont—a methed of leaving port that
was highly unsatisfhctory to an amblilous
voung second mate ke myself, who lked
2 bit of bustie.

We soon found that In splte of their un-
prepessessing appearance they were a fajr-
1y good ecrew, and although they were n

Vlon-hrowed, villancus looking set, cspecinl-

In vogue she was degraded to « N‘e_w Op-1 they responded with alacrity to ordera and

never fulled to show proper respect, with
one exceptlon, This wna a fellow by the
name of Pepe, who fell to the mnte's
witeh. e had not Leen out a week when
Mr. Weldon, jor Frank—we were nlready
Frank and Fred to each other—beogan to be-
teny feeling of uneaslpess on Pepe's nc-
oot

He would remain on deck sometimes half
an hour after he should have been below,
telling me that le expected to have trotille
with the men sooner or later. He sald
that while he oouh'[n"; renlly sny that the
fellowr was Ilnsolént, yot he had a surly,
halfdefiant way which was extremely irrl-
tnting.  Fe could spenk but a few “words
of Roglish, and it was just possible that
#ie- lindo't been elvilized enough yet fo
know what was due from him to his supe-
rlor officer. :

There being but thron of us oft, and ote
an old man, to keep the ten of them' in
subdicotion, [t wa= of vital Impaitance to
chefl prrmancutly the first symptom of In-
subordliraton.” _Stlll 4t was desizable to
avolil trying conclusions with  them  If
possible, for beslides the captain’s deslre fur
a guler ship, we eaild gurselves see that
every man jack of thew wis a borm athlete.
Short of atature and sguare of bulld, the
knotted musecles stood ont on’ thelr bare
arms and thick balpy necks like tangled
ropes, and yet, as I have sald, they were
agile 48 ents, :

T nsked Frauk to trade Pepe Into my
wntch, bot he only lnughed. “No, no. The
fellow might think he had frightensd me,"
he wuld, “and I wouldn't have Iim think
that for anything, T dare say I a fool
Probably he doesn't mean anything, but he
irritates me by his monuer. When I spedk
ta him Be glunces uwp ot me sldewnys dot
of thoss snonky black eyes of his, and il be
angwers at sl It's with a kind of half-
intellizible grunt, and then he slouchas off
a8 though he had he!f a mind oot ‘to go
at all, 1 somet!mes think that hls actions
or my disregard of thein are havipg a bad
effect on the rest of the watch. They don’t
koo to be so qulck and bhearty as they
wore. But maybe It's all my Imagination.*

I told him that If he thought any of them
were {rylng to Impese on bim he ought to
have It ont with them at once. 1 offered to
gtay on deek with Him and lend o hand 1

Iy when conversing among thomselves, yet

negessary, but be lnugbed At the idea, say-
fos i those Dagoes forced Lim to get after

them they would have more fun than a boy
kllling snokes.

One morning Frank told me. that he had
had nn understanding with Pspe. TWhen
washing decks that morning Tepe wWas
pussing the buckets to him. and Frani told
hlm top hurry a bit and not be all day get-
ting the weter along. Pepe scowled, mul-
tered something to Himself, and passed the
water, If hnything, slower than before,
Frank let him go for a few minutes until
the whole wateh were In Glose prosimity
to the palr of them, when, selzing I'epe by
the collar, he gave him 4 shake, saylng,
YiWhat's the mafter with you, hey?”
“Waz er matter ér you?' sald I'epe sav-
agely. With that Frank dropped the heavy
bucket, fuil of water, on Pepe's bare foot,
and, grabbing bim by the shonlders, rushed
him to the rall, saying: *“I've had my eye
on you. ever sipee you cume aboard, and
now 1 want you to mndersinnd that you've
got to move lively when L speak to you,
and when you speak to me say ‘sir,’ or
you'll get yourself into trouble, do you
hear "

The rest of the watch gathered round |
the two men, chnltering Ilke so many ('anr:i
plgeons round o Uit of pork rind, some
talking to DPepe and some telling Frank
that “Pepe he no onperstan’.'”

“Well, thefi, some of you that do under
stand tell him what I say.”

“¥em yes, Mepster Veldon, me tell. He
panersinn’ now. Him say he no do so
no o

ma .

“All right,” sald Frank cheerily. '‘Now,
then, get along with your gerubbing again,
men., Come, Pepe, give meg some water."

THE INGERSOLL TRAGEDY.

Paul Blinchtrd, aua nble seaman, la
under arresc at Norfolk, Va,, necused of
the murder of Chle? Mate Juln Chris-
tlanspon, of the Amerlcan bark Justin
. Ingerspll. There Is much ngstivy
surrounidiog the cuse, The mate dlsap-
peardd o Docember 2T, when the ves-
sl wwns nenr the Bermudas, on a tlp
10 Mintevidey. Christignson, from nll
aeconnts,  wis peeuliarly brutal in the
treatmient of the suilors under Bim,
Blaneharil whs the cépecial objeet of his
malioe, A seumpn named Nieol elalms
ihat Blapchard killed tue mate by bedt-
Ing him over the bead with a belaying
pin: He then forced Nienl to assist Ulm
In throwing the body Into the sea.
Blanchard was pilaced in Itong and
contnel in the shlp lazaret for foriy-
five days during the teip to Montevideo
and returnn  The Tugersoll Is Iying at
the, foot of West Tyweunly-ninth street.
The accompanyln g llnstrations  show
the impossibility of Nibol, the Mfotin-
er, who, was nt (e wheel, to lhnve )
seen the murder.  The seene of the ar-
tempt of the murdeved mate's brother,
whi was second mote of the vessel, to
arenge the erime s niso ghown.

And Tope, with the best griee he lidd rut]
shown, hustled the water alonz and seemed |
|ito try to find opnortunities o spedk to
Franic so as to have n clingce to say |
| #3tcenter Veldon” of “Ves '
Iy or guess:” sald Frnk, “that el be neetl-_l
ed was to Be shown who was boss. /T snps
pose he thoumglit that becnuse he hos A
grent, black whisker Iike n bropm. while
my face 18 almost smoolh, It didn't matrer
much whnt he sald to me.” Then, laugzh-
ing at Lla own verslon of the affair, he
went below to breskfast

My mind, however, yas far ferm easy,
and swhen Towent below at eight bells 1
put {n Balf an hour cleaning anil londing a
paly of unvy revelvers which 1 had carried
ever gince I had heen abaft the innst,

Frank and [ had malntuinéd o feicndly

rivniry as to who should glve the gninkest
relief, so that we had both acqolred the
habit of waking at elght bells before being
caliod,

At 4 o’clock the next morning I woke ns
nsunl Just as the helmsman commenced to
strilip the after bell, T Jumped gut of my
bunk and reached the deck before the
forward Bell had finlshid striking. Seelng
nothing of Frank, 1 jumped down on the
miin deck and began shouting for the
starbonrrd wanteh to *'get along aft here™
#8 was my custom. I ordered the wheel
and lookeut pelieved and returned to the
poop.

I walted, at first wonderingly and then

anxlously, for my frlend. At ong bell I
conld “‘stand It no lenger.

wittch were seated on a spare spar in the
‘bright moonlight, There wns no sight nor

sound of any other person about the decks. | him off his feet, although hie rried to dodge.

It was a beautlful night, The ship was
runnlng a couple of polnts free, the wind
Just ahiead of the port beam. She had the
three royals nnd fibtopsall on her, and wns
swinging along at no elght-knot gait,

I wetit down the after compauion, and s
thrungh the eabin to the mate's room, and,
us 1 fonred, he was not there, Then I went
nud enlled the *‘old mam' 1 told him [n ng
few words as possible what I knew and
what I' feared,

“Why haven't T been told of .this he-
fore?' sald he, *“Becaunse,’” sald I, “Mr.
Weldon didn't think it necessary to bother
you. 1 guppose, sfr."

He asked me |f T bad a pistol. I told him
I had two. ‘“Get them," mald he, “mnd
come on deck with me.”

Without a word to anybody, or to sach
other, we went  down on the mali deck
and walked slowly forward, keeplng onr
oyes kbout us, nud I for one keeplng my
rizht band on a revolver hutt under my
shitt, I noticed out of the tall of my
eyo that one of the wateh had rlsen as It
to follow us. “Go baek,” gald I, and he
gedted Bimsell agnin. ¥

It was growing daylight, and I notlced
the old man glanciug sloft, bt Tkept my
oyes on the corner of the houss. ani s
the Wark places by the -water casks. We
lookell lutp the gl recess under the top-
gullant forocastle 'In senrch of what we
hoped not to find and yet feared that we
shonld thad.

I'ansdine round the fore bhateh to leewnrd
of the house, I notleed a wel place on the
deck npear the jibtopsall sheet pin, ns

Longh some one had bheen washing elothes
there nmd had thrown two or three buckets
of wnter abbut to wash away the tell-tile
sonp staiis which Jack kpnows wonld be-
tray to the mate the faet .thnt he had

{ been using fresh water.

We pxttmined the spot by the dim light
of ‘the warly dawn, gnd suddenly the old
maun sold, painting to some shatters of the
buiwnrks, ag though o fine but powerful
strenm hnd sprayed oo to it for an Instant,
—+thie-dy the ploes

Yeg, that wian the place. There were the
mucrks. of Lloody fingers on the eall, and a
nedrby belaying pin wag thlekly smearsd
with the slekéning Hold. In the dark-
ness the wrdeter hnd not obilterated all
the traces of his crime.

The old man went Into the esbin for a
proment, and when he returmed T knew that
e was armed, and I faneled thot I could
gee In Nls faee the fentures: of the man
who, n Lls dny, Lid bren 4 aotabie ‘mate.

“Call the witeh, Mr, Willlnns, "

“Ave, aye, sl Call’ the watch there!
and Iay it all bands.*

“Cal] de vats, s

I took a look | Ing,
forward. The three men comprising the l Turnlng, T sprang from the brenk of the

darteds te the wenther slide and wentup as

When (hey lined op In front of the brauk
of the poop—the man DPepe brazenly Io !
front—the Captaln told them that he knewl'
that they lad mordered bls mite, and |
called on them sepamitely to dellver up the |
gullty man. My blomd was bolling. 41
looked upon the whole lot of them with the
disgust and contempt that T wonld have
felt for the snme number of Althy, starwel-
Ing rats, aud when Pepe, with hls shlfty
exes, glancing from side to slde, answered |
llke the rest, “Me no savvy, Cuppy,” 1
could stand it no longer:

Turning to the Captnln In a frenzy of
rage, with my fists clenched high above
my head, 1 shouted: *“By God, then, 1
savry, Cappy, and T'H sho wyoun the snenk-
cowardly Iywnid that killed him."™

poop directly at the throat of tle assassin, |
Pepe, My welght and momentim earried |

Down we went in a heap on the deck, and
it seemoed as if the foy of a lifetime was
eomprossed into the few seconds that T
wis raining blows on Pepe's ngly aoptarmed
face.

The Captain had quiekly followed me to
the mnin deck, and, with (e assistance of
some of the men, pulled m= fiom my prey.
Pepe scrambled to his fect, and ran for-
ward yelling, sapcomiprnoled by severnl of
his shipinntes. T wrenched myself fres,
out gnn, and fired Inte the fAying squad,
mnning nfter them as fast as I could. They
rapidly thinned out before me as fast as
thiey reallzed that Pepe's vielnity was un-
wholesome, while n yell or two guve me
the pgratifying Intelllgenee thnt n dirty
hide had kindly neccepted my offering.

As they thinned out before me, lke a
dissolving view, I saw the oblect of my Bo-
Heltude sernmbling up the lee fore rigging.
I wag within twenty foet of Hlm. It was
now daglight. He losked ke an over-
grown splider, a8 his squat form sprawled
with wonderfnl alpcrity up the lee rig-
ging. .

I fired agaln and agnin, but only once
id he pewnrd wme with the unmistakable
slgual 4hat I had hit Wlmi, He hod Justs
gragped the futtoek shirouds, and T thought
he was about to fall Intp the clew of the
toresall, Lot he vecovered himsélt and gor
fito the' top.- I had four shots left. 1

I never- have zone before or sinee. Tt
seeped as If T let go the shear pole only
to. grasp the vime of the top. He bad
crossed to my side and was half way up
the topmastrigginge. =i ;

I stopped on the edge of the fop long
enonzh to fire two, more shots: and ke an
automatle target he) reglstered fhe one
that hit.  Again 1 wns In pursult. It
conlin't Inst much longer, and 1 wonld b
only too glad to grapple swith him any-
wlbre, [ saw Him step ever on to the
topanll yard, and gave ay nvvacd, groantiof

anbisfaction. It wia to be out on the yurd-
nrm, then, that we were ta =éttle Itl Goud:
thnt suited me—Dbit he stacted to =llde
dotn the §ib stny just 48 T renclied the
yard. )

I fired my list two shots polnt blenk
and misgsed. Then I halled the deck and
told them to let go the Jib slect. D wnnted
to shake him overhoand, or, lLelter yet, to
dosh him o pleces‘on the deek, Dot no-
body obeyed, and, seelng bim escaplng me,
1 Hurled my empty pistol at him and
started down the stay in pursuit,

Tlow he ever got down that stny I don't
know. It must be true that the devil
talas care of hls own. Bur down he went
anyway, and rushed aft to the old mnn,
who clupped him In Irong and fred bim
down In the lazarotte. Wien I got down

the stay &s far as the sall T found myself

The Geography of the Murder Mystery

Shows position of the man at the
whes! and the wview he would have
wpking forward at tims of murder.
View shows hbw it “was' lmpossible
for him fo see what was golng on in
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The murderer handenffed In the ship's

lazaret less than three feet high.

Inh'n bnd Ax. T wis unable to hold on, W
go up, or contluue on iy way down, and
At ln=t my bonnmboer fingers let go thely
hold. 1 volled and beounded over the bak
loon-1tke surface of the hig Jib and dropped
feet foremost, lke n deep sea lead, ovep

| board,

Nobody had been paying any anttention te
me lately, sa that when I came to the sun
fape the ghip. ber spars leaning far ont oved
me, loomed up bl and blackl and silend
tut for the wash of the water alongslde

und the roor Gf the wind under the lee
dlews of Her courpes: 1 strdel oul mine
fully for the main clhuins, My stréngth
was nearly gone, bLut the ol glil was

deeply loaded, anil us ghie took a lee lureh
a friendly sea hove me on to the lowes
channel, Here I bung on untll I recovered
my breath sufMelently to enable me to
make twmy wity yboard, where 1 was most
henttlly ‘welcomed by the old man, whe
Lhought that the erew bad tisen advantage
of bis temporiky alisence with Pepe to send
me nfter poor Frank.

I will mot da the sturdy veleran -the Ins
Instice to hint that he woe frightened fox
o moment oo fnd himself nfone with his
preclous erew, it T do know that be way
well satlsted ot ney relyin.

Alter that 1 wore my remnining revolves
coutinunlly In plaly sight, sirapped sboug
my walst with the old. shenti-knife belg
which T had worn when before the masd
not eo very long ago.

I mever allowed my wateh to come abafi
the mainmast [n the night, but compelled
them to stand out Ilo plaln’ slght om the
deck, where T conld connt them every time
I looked In thelr direction. The man on
the loakout hind ordera to take soch o courte
as would bring him Inte my feld of view
every tlme he turned to recross the deck,
§0. then I knew, where they were.

I hauled Pepe up out of the Ilozarotte
theee tImes and fogged him to my heart's
content.  Then the old mdn locked him In
d.spare stateroom so that 1T couldn't get al
Tidm, r

I found out who the man was who had
the lookout at the time that Frank wos
murdered, and 1. tied bhimrup by tha toew
ua il e confessen low the thing was done,
Froaik hnd get the Hb topgull at Sve bells,
Fepe huwl come to the lilllands with his
pipe in hls aouth, and Frank (ol bim to
put it down, He pretended either not to
hear or mnot to podersiand, so Franl
suatehed It ont of his mouil and threw It
overbpurd, . whoreat the rext ol the watch
pretenided to laugh.

Shertly nftey Frank went aft Pape
snenked forsard and easéd off the b top-
sl sheet Just enough to make It glve an
agceasiondl gap. Frank, of course, cume fory
wiard 1o see what the nolse was, and, seeing
Pope leaning over the suil, he called Mim to
thke nopull on the sheet' while he himself
betd tor The lookont =iso helped. When

I Trank sald “That'll do," the man on locks
[ott torned and saw thiy just o8 Le passed
Ithe lhast turn ovey the pli, Pepe sprang at

hilm ke a pontber, Ilfted Lls left elbow
and  drove nolouz EBlelilan knlfe  elean

| throngh bis heazt, and without s word the

poor: efow agnk to the (duck.

The lpvkout admitted that he aaslatad
Pepe to thiow the body overboanrd, sddd
with o shiug, *He vas (eat” i
Mhe Consul at Rio locked IPepe in the
elte jull for safe keeplng untll soch time
s e shionld bnve the opportunity to send
Lirs to thi States for trial, and we had the
Betisraetlon belfore wa left of hearing that
e Jusd eBpanod.

FREDERICE B, WILLIAMS,
Author of “On Mauy Seax™
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